





important to identify Y opositive persons., so that proper

counseling can be gi 1 both in regards to the decision
to continue with the pregnancy, and also in treating HIV
positive mothers with zidovudine during their pregnancy.,
Theretore. antenatal screening for HIVL if implemented.
should be delivered universally, as is the case with the
VDRL test. Implementation of such ascreening program
would require additional resources or re-allocation of
existing resources. Though it may not be practical to
sereen all antenatal cases in developing countries like
India, we suggest at least sereening those with a history
of STDs or those reactive 1o VDRL test. Al institutions
providing obstetric care should update thetr protocols for
strict infection control measures in order to avold risk to

health care workers.
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